Cu

Ni

number 33/ fall 2021

Eprror
Wayne Miller

Co-Eprror
Joanna Luloff

PoeTrY EDnITORS
Brian Barker

Nicky Beer

Fiction Eprrors
Teague Bohlen
Alexander Lumans

Christopher Merkner

Nonriction ConsurTing Eprror
Nicole Piasecki

Senior EpiTors
Ashley Bockholdt
Caitlin Collins
Greg Ferbrache
Ahja Fox

Jack Gialanella
LeShaye Hernandez
Ven Hickenbottom
Joe Lyons

Holly McCloskey
Kira Morris

Lyn Poats

Emilie Ross
Angela Sapir
Karley Sun

Kristen Valladares

AssociaTE EpiTors
Lucas Duddles
Abbey Lawrence
Brenda Pfeifer

INTERN
Alejandro Lucero

ConTRrIBUTING EDITORS
Robert Archambeau
Mark Brazaitis
Geoftrey Brock

A. Papatya Bucak
Victoria Chang
Martha Collins
Robin Ekiss

Tarfia Faizullah

V. V. Ganeshananthan
Kevin Haworth

Joy Katz

David Keplinger
Jesse Lee Kercheval
Jason Koo

Thomas Legendre
Randall Mann
Adrian Matejka
Pedro Ponce

Kevin Prufer
Frederick Reiken
James Richardson
Emily Ruskovich
Eliot Khalil Wilson

ArT CONSULTANTS
Kealey Boyd
Maria Elena Buszek

OrFicE MANAGERS
Francine Olivas-Zarate
Jenny Dunnington
Emilio Marquez

Copper Nickel is the national literary journal housed at the University of Colorado Denver. Published in March and October,
it features poetry, fiction, essays, and translation folios by established and emerging writers. Fiction is edited by Teague Bohlen,
Joanna Luloff, Alexander Lumans, and Christopher Merkner; nonfiction is edited by Joanna Luloff and Wayne Miller; poetry
is edited by Brian Barker, Nicky Beer, and Wayne Miller. We welcome submissions from all writers and currently pay $30 per
printed page. Submissions are assumed to be original and unpublished. To submit, visit coppernickel.submittable.com. Sub-
scriptions are also available—and at discounted rates for students—at coppernickel.submittable.com. Copper Nickel is distrib-
uted nationally through Publishers Group West (PGW) and Media Solutions, LLC, and digitally catalogued by EBSCO. We
are deeply grateful for the support of the Department of English and the College of Liberal Arts & Sciences at the University
of Colorado Denver. For more information, visit copper-nickel.org.



CONTENTS

FICTION

Alan Michael Parker
6 / People in Light and Shadow
8 / In Defense of Solitude

Ariel Katz
35/ A Sort of Inescapable Sense of Impending Calamity

Julian Zabalbeascoa

77 / Distant Laughter

Sruthi Narayanan
178 / A Test of Fire

Tyler Barton
207 / to continue

Grey Wolfe LaJoie
209 / work

Dan Leach
240 / Wasp Queen

NONFICTION

Dustin Parsons
95 /'The Handsom, Benevolent Brother of Vlad
the Impaler: An Apology

Danielle Cadena Deulen & Shara Lessley
219 / Until

Matthew Vollmer
262 / Burials



POETRY

Adam Tavel
1/ National Poetry Month
2 / Practice Room

Leia Darwish
3/ from The Yellow Front Grocery Store
4/ from The Yellow Front Grocery Store

Stella Wong
5 / Matryoshka

Bruce Beasley
19 / Mission Statement

Danielle DeTiberus
22/ Self Portrait as Artist Painting a Self Portrait

Michael Mark
25 / [The center of the universe keeps moving]

Ashley Keyser
26 / Kelpie
27 / Eating the Siren

Sean Hill
29 / Early September, Fairbanks, Alaska

Rachel Richardson
31/ Approximate Distance
32 / Approximate Distance

Dan Beachy-Quick
33 / Canto XXXVIII (after Buson & Issa)

Charles O. Hartman
64 /'The Donkey in the Air



Martha Silano
66 / Like Picasso’s Weeping Woman

Jackson Holbert
68 / Lithium
69 / Lithium

Lisa Low

70 / Cut

Cassandra J. Bruner

72 / Dewclaw Child, Hibernating in the Basement Darkroom

renée kay

75 / the oxford guide to owning a body

Morgan Hamill
76 / Osteogenesis Imperfecta Type XVII & Others

Emilie Menzel

98 / Ellis

Peter Krumbach
99 / Caravan

John McCarthy
100 / When You're Young You Always Take Too Much

Jeanne Obbard
102 / Seed

104 / How to know if you are experimental filmmaker Maya Deren

Natalie Tombasco

105 / Ferry Song, Half-Sung
107 / Lolita’s Dissection
108 / Consider the Lobster Telephone

Emilia Phillips
155/ from The Queerness of Eve (Books 111, 1V, VI, VIII)



Jason Koo

161 / The Rest Is Silence

Stephanie Rogers
192 / Fat Girl Cascade

Jessica Jacobs

193 / In the village of my body, two people

Marianne Boruch

195 / 'The Art Historian Told Me a Fish

Steven Espada Dawson
197 / Every Word Is My Mother’s
199 / orchard

Alice Turski
200 / The Congee Test

Cindy King
202 / Mortality Forward, Mortality on the Nose

Chris Santiago
204 / Golden Age

Brett Elizabeth Jenkins
230 / Marrying the Wind
231/ Divorce Registry

Stuart Friebert
232 /'The Blue Sofa

Adam Scheffler
233 / Ode to Zamboni Machines

Roy White
235/ Mind the Gap
236 /'The Only Hill



Ellen Samuels

237 / After the Procedure

Josephine Blair
239 / fossil

Peter Mishler
266 / Struwwelpeter at Forty
268 / Where Else But in Target

Mike White
272 / Casket
273 / Rocks

Heidi Seaborn
274 / In the Mirror

D. S. Waldman
275 / A Love Poems

Matthew Minicucci
277 / On Camping

Owen McLeod
278 / My Abandoned Poems

Julie Hanson

279 / My Best Death

11/ A“FIELD” SYMPOSIUM ON CIARAN CARSON

With essays by Sandra Alcosser, Don Bogen,
Marianne Boruch, Troy Jollimore, Paul Perry, Stephen Sexton,
Connie Voisine, and Tess Taylor



TRANSLATION FOLIOS

Mariangela Gualtieri
9 / Six Poems
Introduced & Translated from the Italian by Olivia Sears

Veronica Gonzalez Arredondo
53 / [Water in the Sky] from Green Fires of the Spirits
Introduced & Translated from the Spanish by Allison deFreese

JiYun
81 / Five Stories
Introduced & Translated from the Chinese
by John Yu Branscum & Yi Izzy Yu

Jerzy Jarniewicz
211 / Four Poems
Introduced & Translated from the Polish by Piotr Florczyk
Endo Shasaku
243 / Hara Tamiki
Introduced & Translated from the Japanese by Miho Nonaka
Bios / 281

Required Reading / 291

On the Cover / Panteha Abareshi, Hollow

India ink, acrylic ink, watercolor and gouache on hot-press paper, 14 x 17 inches,

2019

(for more on Abareshi’s work, visit:
https://www.panteha.com)



Editors’ Note

AFTER OUR SPRING hiatus, we're back!

It’s been quite a year—full of uncertainty, isolation, violence, rampant conspir-
acy theories, and more U.S. deaths from Covid than total U.S. deaths in World
Wars I and II combined. We also saw the swell of the Black Lives Matter move-
ment, the Chauvin verdict, the dissemination of safe and effective vaccines, and
other potential glimmers of optimism. And now, terribly: the Delta variant. We
hope you've been surviving—and sometimes maybe even thriving—in the midst
of all of it.

In anticipation of our hiatus, last fall’s issue was a double-length issue.

But it turns out it was impossible to take time oft from publishing while con-
tinuing to receive exciting work from all over the world for a full year and not over-
stuff this next issue. In addition to so many poems, stories and essays we admired,
issue 33 includes a 40-page symposium on Irish writer Ciaran Carson, who died in
the fall of 2019. We're thrilled to be able to reprint a small sample of Carson’s work
and to offer commentary through the appreciative lenses of a number of excellent
writers. We're also thrilled to have five wonderful translation folios in the issue—
including “true weird tales” by 18th-century Chinese writer Ji Yun and a moving
tribute essay by post-World War II Japanese writer Endo Shasaku.

We’re very grateful to our staft, who have continued to read and evaluate Cop-
per Nickel submissions through an impossible year, and we’re particularly grateful
to our senior and associate editors who met twice-a-week via Zoom to discuss and
evaluate unsolicited submissions. Finally, we want to say a hearty thank you to in-
tern Alejandro Lucero, who took on added duties while Wayne was on sabbatical,
and whose work was consistently dependable and excellent.

One other note: For the past two years Alexander Lumans and Christopher
Merkner have been serving as fiction “consulting editors.” They teach at CU Den-
ver with the rest of the faculty members on staft, but are tasked with heavier teach-
ing loads, which is why we didn’t want to ask them to perform a full slate of edito-
rial work. And yet, for these past two years they have been doing exactly that—and
proving invaluable—alongside all their teaching and writing. It seemed only fair to
promote them to full fiction editors (which is actually just their titles catching up
with reality).

‘Thank you for continuing to read Copper Nickel. We hope you find the issue
ahead of you as exciting and engaging as we do! And we hope with all our hearts
that this next year manages to look up for all of us.

—Wayne Miller & Joanna Luloft





